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Introduction by Lila Nelson |

When we banded together as a group from the Minnesota Weavers Guild interested in
studying traditional Scandinavian weaving, we decided to concentrate on one
technique at a time. Our first year focused on two types of tapestry weaving used for
coverlets, billedvev (pictorial tapestries) and aklaevev (geometric interlocked
tapestries), and culminated in an exhlbmon for the Minnesota Federation Meeting at
fron World in 1996.

Our second area of study, krokbragd (Norwegian bound weave) and its variations, has
proven so broad and challenging that we have not only compiled our results into this
notebook; we have also decided to continue our experiments for another six-month
period.

Traditional Norwegian boundweave was a three-harness point twill structure woven
with floats on the obverse side only, producing a thick warm bed cover popular
throughout rural Norway. Single point or double point patterns were basic, with
surprising variations obtained from color changes in a constant three-step treadling
order. The Swedish bunden rosengang (bound weave on rosepath) gradually was
added to the Norwegian bound weave repertoire.

In the southern Norwegian province of Vest-Agder, a bound weave variant called
“danskbrogd” was first publicized in 1983 by curator Katherine Bringsdal after an
exhibition of locally owned coverlets in the historical museum at Kristiansand. These
were of two types: one a pick-up technique in a light color done on a krokbragd
structure but in a solid dark color, and the other a series of geometric picked-up
patterns on a plain weave ground.

The first example here is a traditional krokbragd based on a coverlet in the collection
of Vesterheim, Norwegian-American Museum, and woven by members of the study
group as a demonstration during the exhibition “Norwegian Folk Art: The Migration of a
Tradition” at the Minnesota Museum of Art in 1997. From that traditional beginning, we
have gone on to the following variations:

Bound weave using non-traditional materials such as cotton strips.

Double point krokbragd with single point borders.

Bound weave on rosepath.

Rosepath on opposites.

Twill variations to produce figures.
- Danskbrogd with picked-up patterns on a ground of continuing krokbragd
designs.

Danskbrogd on rosepath and point twill.

Danskbrogd on a five harness twill threading to minimize pick-ups

Danskbrogd on a six harness twill threading to further minimize pick-ups.

A straight four-harness twill threading on which three-harness krokbragd can be
woven as well as danskbrogd and bound or plain weave.

Danskbrogd on plain weave combined with discontinuous wefts for small
pattern units.

Tapestry with some elements of danskbrogd for surface variation.
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME \)i ane C:f)h n 6#
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME
~an Mostvrerm
DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE
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WEAVER’'S NAME
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DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE
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WEAVER’'S NAME
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DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE i’
oo HYT WIS
YARN INFORMATIO (fiber, yam/;ze/ color, brand source v s
Warp @ Ui~ apins— [ 7 ™ W‘ 1 Sz
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME

DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE p
(/\W H-T-5 WA
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME
SRR (WU
DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE v\/ '3 2 i\
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’S NAME

DESCRIPTION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE .
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sett reed size / ) sley (e.g. doubled or skipped) W X""’M"& pTPen oo

warp ends/inch & CZV\NZ—&LCQ weft picks/inch  ¢.co « /é;
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER'S NAME
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ID or (initials) & # on back of piece

WEAVER’'S NAME

DESCRIPT ION (e.g. rug, pillow, sampler, or named piece) FINISHED SIZE
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